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Challenges faced when organizing Urban Festivals in the With-COVID-19 Society

Hironori ARAKAWA

ABSTRACT

This report describes the challenges faced when organizing the "Choosing the Lucky Men at the
Opening of the Gate Ceremony" in Nishinomiya Shinto Shrine, a festival held during the COVID-19
pandemic. First, we give a detailed description of the annual festival "Choosing the Lucky Men at the

Opening of the Gate Ceremony" history and its changes during the Heisei Era (1989-2019). Furthermore,

it is reported and discussed the contents of this year's event and the reasons for its implementation. Based

on the author's participation and observation of the event and information acquired from surveys and

interviews, the author concluded that it is desirable to hold this kind of religious festival during difficult

times, even if the festival needs to be adapted. This festival is an excellent example of how to deal in the
future with grand-scale urban festivals during the "With-COVID-19" society.
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