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How Local Communities Accepted COVID-19 Positive People at Festivals

-A Case Study on the Revitalization of a Festival Organization

Hironori ARAKAWA

ABSTRACT

From the beginning of 2020 to the present, COVID-19 has been raging wildly, causing many deaths.

At the same time, society has changed dramatically. This paper discusses how the organization of local

community-based festivals has changed in the wake of the COVID-19 outbreak. It is generally pointed

out that this epidemic disaster has weakened social relations. However, in the case studied here, the

number of festival members has not decreased, on the contrary, it has been on the increase. How did this

happen? Based on interviews with the festival organizers, it is examined the role of festivals in a society

that is living with the coronavirus disaster. As a result, it is concluded that the fact that the founder of

the organization was the first to be affected by the disease and then recovered and that this fact was

accurately communicated to the local people, weakened the factors that inhibited the affected people and,

conversely, established the acceptability of the local community. This is a good example of how the

original intensity of social relations contributed to overcoming this pandemic.
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