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“Literacy in Disaster Risk Reduction” at seven colleges of technology and their students’

awareness of disaster risk reduction

Toshikazu OTA, Izumi MATSUNO, Yu ISHIDA
ABSTRACT

This paper firstly intends to review how our class, “Literacy in Disaster Risk Reduction,” has been
established and had the purpose of providing educational content to the students at seven colleges of
technology in the Kansai area. It tells detail of the vision, scope, and targets we had at the beginning stages
of preparation for this class. Secondly, this paper aims to examine how the background of the students
affects their knowledge about issues on disasters and disaster risk reduction as well as how the lecture
influences their understanding. As a result, the students from junior high schools located in Hyogo
prefecture have higher scores on indices that indicate knowledge about disasters and its risk reduction,
comparing to Kyoto, Osaka, and other prefectures. In addition, the students who graduated from the junior
high school which were locate in the areas which had severe damage in the time of the Hanshin Awaji
disaster have higher scores as well. In terms of their understanding after closing the 30 weeks lecture, the
average score of students’ understanding tells us their understanding is pretty much progressed, even
though there are no statistically significant gaps between the students from the severe damaged area and
the other students. Lastly, this paper points out what elements are required to improve the class to teach the
“power to survive” not just “protect ourselves from disasters”.

Key Words: Literacy in Disaster Risk Reduction, cooperation among colleges of technology, awareness
of disaster risk reduction, “Bousaishi” (The Expert on Disaster Risk Reduction), education for disaster risk
reduction, power to survive
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