
 

 
 
 

 

 

When the participants of festival changed to the management staffs 

- Efforts of the Tōka-Ebisu “Opening Gate” Ceremony at Nishinomiya Shrine - 
 

Hironori Arakawa. 
 

ABSTRACT 
 

     Every year on January 10th, the main gate (commonly called as the “Great Red Gate”) at 
Nishinomiya Shrine in Nishinomiya City, Hyogo Prefecture, is opened at 6 AM for visitors to proceed 
to the main shrine. This event is known as the Tōka-Ebisu as the “Opening of the Gate” Ceremony. The 
first three people to arrive at the main shrine are designated Fuku-Otoko (Lucky Man). In this report, I 
would like to describe about recent movements among Nishinomiya Shinto shrine Area. There are lots 
of historical and cultural milestones recently. In 2008, Nishinomiya shrine asked some festival’s 
participants to organize the “Official Association for Opening of the Gate Ceremony”. From then, some 
participants and I became the “official member of the festival”. I would like to describe the reasons 
why we became official members, also some conflicts with the local people. This report should not be 
only the local document but practice case for public anthropology in the future.  
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