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How was “Fuku-Otoko” born?

-From the life history of the first “Lucky Man” of Nishinomiya Shrine-

Hironori Arakawa.

ABSTRACT

Every year on January 10th, the main gate (commonly called the “Great Red Gate™) at Nishinomiya

Shrine in Nishinomiya City, Hyogo Prefecture, is opened at 6 AM for visitors to proceed to the main

shrine. This event is known as the Toka-Ebisu “Opening of the Gate” Ceremony. The first three people

to arrive at the main shrine are designated Fuku-Otoko (Lucky Men). How did this Fuku-Otoko

originate? How has it changed over the years and due to what factors? The present article seeks to

answer these questions through an examination of the historical record. From more than 20 years of my

research, I found the first “Lucky Man.” Therefore, I would like to show the origin of the "Lucky Man"

using not only such contemporary sources as newspapers and the shrine’s daily logs but the life history

of the first “Lucky Man.”
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