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Overseas Study Tour for Fostering Global Mindsets among KOSEN Students

-from Quantitative and Qualitative Surveys of the “Korea Joint Study Tour” -

ARAKAWA Hironori

ABSTRACT

This report describes the “Korea Joint Study Tour” offered mainly to first year students at Akashi

1.

[XL®HIZ

KOSEN. The following three points will be clarified based on the results of surveys implemented to
program participants. The first is the specific needs of “study tours” at KOSEN. The second is the
change in the participants’ mindsets. The third is the most effective “study tour” approach in fostering
the mindset of students. The survey results reveal that in terms of students’ reasons for participating in
the program, the largest percentage wished to first of all get to know people and to make lasting
friendships. After the program, they came to realize the importance of talking to each other and
creating networks for their future. Furthermore, follow-ups of graduates’ reveal that many of them have
again gone abroad. These results imply that the study tour had functioned as startups towards becoming
global engineers. Based on these analyses, we found that the "study tour" had strong impacts on
students. We believe that the study tour for first year students with the aim of fostering global mindsets
and providing the experience of cooperating with foreign students abroad might be the best approach
towards nurturing global engineers.
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