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Recent Trends at US University Libraries

John Nevara

University libraries in the United States are undergoing rapid changes in order to keep up with the
modern information age. The greatest change taking place in university libraries today is
computerization. Students coming to the library want immediate access to al kinds of information via
computers. The students search for books, access their e-mail, and cal up documents through the
computer.

Because everything is computerized, computer-related costs are spiraling upwards, while
book-related costs tend to have been scaled back. Nonetheless, the quantity of information is not
decreasing. For example, magazine subscriptions are being cut and are then replaced by subscriptions
to e-journals. It has been found that young library users in the United States overwhelmingly prefer
accessing online materials rather than doing a more traditional library search.

In line with this, databases are also more popular than ever, with university libraries carrying more
and more databases that can be used for specialized searches. With research gradually becoming both
more specialized and more interdisciplinary, students and professors clamor for quality databases.

Another change that has been effected by computers is the growth of luxury study spaces. Today
libraries are threatened by a decreasing usership, partly due to the fact that many materials can be
found on the internet in a student's home. To combat this trend, university libraries have made a push
to get the library experience to appeal to al users. There are videos, DVDs, and CDs for audiovisual
leisure time. There often are ergonomic chairs in plush study spots. Floor-to-ceiling windows are built
to maximize natural lighting. Libraries are hoping that attractive surroundings will bring students in to
study and do research.

The costs involved in purchasing computers, signing up for databases, maintaining pleasant study
spaces, and buying and storing books can be extravagant. University libraries, on their own, are finding
it difficult to make ends meet. Therefore, sharing of resources among several universities is another
major trend. Shared databases are the norm. Books are also considered shared resources, thereby
alowing each individual campus to reduce book purchasing and storage costs. Many university
libraries have several regional interlibrary loan plans, which alow a further reduction in expenses while
not sacrificing the quality of the resources.

University libraries are changing to meet the needs of the twenty-first century. While these changes
are not without their naysayers-pandering to the dotcommers is not welcomed by all-the trends are set
in place to create a new type of university library.

<« University of California (UCSD)
Gesel Library

http://www.geocities.com/device291/a_map/ucsdlib/geisel _body.htm
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